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A   DISCOURSE 


DELlVJiKKD 


IN  THE  TABEKNACLE,  IN  GllEAT  SALT  LAKE  CITY, 
SUNDAY.  FEBKUAKY  27,  1853, 


PRESIDENT  BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 


I  arise  to  make  a  few  remarks,  upcii  tlie  subject  on  which  Bro.  Myde  was  speak- 
ing, concerning  the  privileges  of  the  Saints.  I  think  that  he  has  plainly  shown  US', 
that  privileges  are,  in  a  measure,  disconnected  with  duties;  and  although  we 
may  not  exercise  ourselves  in  all  of  them  that  we  might;  still,  we  shall  not  fall  un- 
der coudemnafion  for  this  neglect. 

The  privileges  of  the  Saints  of  God,  and  that  are  granted  unto  the  iniiabitants  of 
the  earth,  are  founded  upon  the  jirinciples  of  truth  and  righteousness;  but  many 
people  use  thein  to  their  own  condemnation;  yet,  if  they  knew  how  to  receive  and 
act  upon  them,  would  he  no  condemnation,  but  to  the  contrary,  a  blessing.  This 
remark  applies  not  only  to  the  privilege  of  dancing,  (for  suchit  is,)  that  has  been 
spoken  of  this  morning,  but  to  all  other  acts  and  privileges  that  exist,  and  still,  are 
not  specifically  pointed  out  by  revelation  as  duties  or  requirements.  All  blessings  of 
this  nature  are  to  be  used  as  such,  understandingly,  by  the  Saints,  and  upon  righte- 
ous principles. 

What  are  the  privileges  of  the  Saints  in  these  valleys?  Are  they  abridged  in  the 
least?  Can  they  not  accumulate  wealth  by  tradiug  with  each  other,  with  emigrants, 
by  cultivating  the  soil,  raising  stock,  go  to  the  mines  and  dig  for  gold:  in  short,  pur- 
sue any,  and  every  avocation  to  increase  in  wealth,  and  accumulate  unto  themselves 
the  things  of  this  world?  Still  furtlier,  if  they  wish  to  act  upon  unrighteous  princi- 
ples, thej'  can  take  advantage  of  tlieir  neighbor's  necessity,  ask  extortionate  prices 
for  rendering  any  little  assistance,  or  service,  and  after  thus  dishonestly  filling  their 
purses,  go  to  the  gambling  table,  or  grog  shop,  and  spend  it  by  getting  drunk,  and 
rolling  in  the  streets:  almost  numberless  indeed  are  the  privileges  and  blessings  of 
■the  human  family,  and  their  abuses  co-e.\tensive  Ihercwith. 

But  when  blessings  and  pri\nleges  are  to  be  used  by  the  Saints,  it  should  be  so  as 
not  to  bring  condemnation.  Lpon  what  principle,  when,  and  where  may  we  use 
them?  I  have  the  privilege  of  associating  myself  with  my  brethren  and  sisters  in 
the  dance.  When  can  I  do  this  without  abusing  this  privilege,  and  thereby  bring 
'-ondeninaliou  upon   myself?     I  answer,  it  is  when   I  have  performed  every  act, 


'■very  duty  that  is  iiicuml)cnt  upon  mo;  when  every  necessary  labor  and  require- 
ment is  accomplished,  when  I  have  served  my  God  and  my  bretliren,  when  I  have 
performed  every  act  required  of  me,  nnlil  nothing  remains  to  be  done,  but  to  lie 
down  and  rest;  to  seek  recreation,  then  it  becomes  my  lawful  privilege,  and  not 
before.  I  fear  this  is  quite  different  from  the  practice  of  many.  I  also,  as  well 
as  others,  could  act  npon  unrighteous  principles,  if  I  would,  and  neglect  my  duties 
pertaining  to  life  and  salvation. 

Suppose  you  go  into  some  of  the  wards  and  say,  "we  have  obtained  some  music, 
let  us  go  into  the  school  house  and  have  a  dance."  "O  ycs!"  is  the  ready  response, 
and  they  will  immediately  prepare,  get  ready  their  sons  and  their  daughters,  and 
leaving  all  important  duties  jjertaining  to  their  welfare,  here  and  hereafter,  unatten- 
ded to,  and  fill  the  house  to  overflowing.  Brethren,  you  will  use  these  privileges 
to  your  own  destructicn,  if  you  arc  not  careful.  Yes,  you  could  liave  a  full  house, 
dancing,  attendance  to  the  sounds  of  revelry  and  music;  but  on  the  other  liand, 
suppose  your  invitation  is  to  your  neighbor,  "come  brethren,  sisters,  we  arc  going 
to  Jiave  a  prayer  meeting  over  at  the  school  house.  "Will  you  go?  Will  you  come? 
Not  to  dance,  but  to  pray  I"  "Well,  really,  I  do  not  see  -how  I  can;  my  work  is 
not  done;  I  have  a  few  chores  to  do  yet;  I  have  agreed  to  go  to  a  neighbor's  on 
business;  or  a  neighbor  promised  to  call  upon  me  to  night,  and  I  cannot  well  leave. 
I  should  like  very  much  to  go,  but  I  really  do  not  see  as  I  can  to-night.  In  short, 
excuses  are  not  wanting.  I  say  to  you  my  brethren,  and  to  myself,  if  we  take 
this  course,  condemnation  is  our  doom.  We  will  ruin,  condemn  ourselves,  and  the 
Lord  Almighty  will  judge  us  out  of  our  own  mouths.  This  is  the  tale  told  as  it  is. 
It  is  not  for  any  of  us  to  enjoy  the  privilege'  of  the  dance,  cr  any  other  recreation, 
until  every  duty  that  is  enjoined  upon  us  is  performed. 

I  cannot  legally,  have  the  privilege  of  exercising  myself  perfectly  independent  of 
my  bretliren,  until  I  have  performed  every  requirement  that  they  have  placed  upon 
me;  the  same  applies  to  you  and  all  Saints. 

I  ask  the  brethren,  do  you  pray  before  you  go  to  these  dances?  When  you  re- 
turn, are  you  not  tired,  fatigued,  and  is  not  your  mind  filled  with  nonsense,  so  that 
you  do  not  want  to  pray;  and  finally,  do  you  not  conclude  to  wait,  to  put  it  off  un- 
til morning?  This  abuse  of  this  privilege,  of  this  blessing,  will  bring  condemnation 
to  tlwusands;  and  not  this  alone,  but  all  the  privileges  of  this  life,  if  they  are  not 
wisely  used. 

When  you  go  to  amuse,  or  recreate  yourselves  in  any  manner  whatever,  if  you 
cannot  enjoy  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  then  and  there,  as  you  would  at  a  prayer  meet- 
ing, leave  that  place,  and  return  not  to  such  amusements  of  recreation,  until  you 
have  obtained  the  mastery  over  yourself,  until  you  can  command  the  influences 
around  you,  that  j^ou  may  have  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  any  situation  in  which  you 
may  bo  placed.  Tiien,  and  not  until  then,  does  it  become  the  privilege  of  you,  of 
me,  or  of  any  of  the  Saints,  to  join  in  the  festivities  designed  by  our  Creator  for  our 
recreation.  I  wish  that  you  would  remember  it;  and  that  you  may,  I  repeat,  that  it 
IS  not  your  lawful  privilege  to  yield  to  anything  in  the  shape  of  amusement,  until 
you  have  performed  every  duty,  and  obtained  the  power  of  Ood  to  enable  you 
to  withstand,  and  resist  all  foul  spirits^that  might  attack  you,  and  lead  you  astray; 
until  you  have  command  over  them,  and  by  your  faith,  obtained  through  prayer 
and  supplication,  the  blessings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  it  rests  upon,  and  abides  con- 
tinually with  you. 

You  can  never  obtain  my  consent  to  engage  in  amusements,  and  recreations,  un- 
til you  are  in  this  situation;  until  you  are  exercised  and  influenced  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  our  God.  Hear  it  all  ye  Latter- Day- Saints!  Will  you,  spend  the  time  of 
your  probation  for  naught,  and  fool  away  your  existence  and  being?  You  were 
organized  and  brought  into  being  for  the  purpose  of  enduring  forever,  if  you  fulfil 
the  measure  of  your  creation,  pursue  the  right  path,  observe  the  requirements  of 
the  Celestial  law,  and  obey  the  commandments  of  our  God.  It  is  then,  and  then 
only,  may  you  expect   that  the  blessing  of  eternal  lives  will  be  conferred  upon  you. 


-t   can    be     obtained    upon    no     oliier   {uiuciple.     Do    you   uiidfislanU   tlial    you 
v'ill  cease  to  be,  that  you  come  to  a  full  end,  by  pursuing  the  opposite  course ' 

The  privileges  and  blessings  of  the  Saints  of  the  most  High  God,  are  many.  Yesl 
All  there  is  in  Heaven,  and  on  the  earth;  kingdoms,  thrones,  principahHics,  powers, 
neighis,  depths,  things  present,  and  things  to  conic;  with  all  yon  can  see,  hear,  or 
think  of,  realize  or  contemplate;  everything  in  heaven,  earth,  or  lirll,  is  for  your 
glory,  exaltation,  and  excellence,  if  by  j-our  lives  you  honor  the  Pricslhooa  which 
has  been  conferred  upon  you,  and  in  the  proper  time,  all  will  become  subservient 
unto  yon,  but  not  until  then.  But  if  you  submit  to  serve  your  own  feelings;  and 
if  you  desire  not  to  build  up  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  sanctify  your  hearts,  tlicy 
will  lead  you  down  to  bo  eternally  subject  thereunto;  subject  to  the  power  that 
will  afflict  and  torment  you,  and  eventually  bring  you  to  destniction :  v/hercas,  if 
you  pursue  the  opposite  course,  those  feelings  and  passions  will  become  subject  un- 
to yon;  you  will  be  enabled  to  govern,  control,  and  criuse  them  to  serve  you,  and 
subserve  the  oljectand  design  for  which  they  were  planted  in  your  bosoms. 

Often  have  1  loakcd  at  individuals  passing  to  and  fro  through  our  Territory,  and 
heard  them  say,  ''tlit-se  are  1he  jolly  Mormons;  these  are  the  merry  Mormons. — 
I  naver  saw  such  asociety!"  Why  is  this'?  Simply  because  they  enjoy  themselves; 
because  they  take  so  much  comfort. 

Is  a  mau  a  Saint,  who  comes  into  the  Church  of  God  under  such  inlluences, 
merely  because  the  Saints  appear  to  be  happy?  No  he  is  not  No  person  can  he 
a  Saint,  miless  he  receives  the  Holy  Gospel,  for  the  purity,  justice,  holiness,  ajjd 
eternal  duration  of  it.  Every  thing  else  tends  to  decay,  separation,  annihilation, 
no, (not  anniliilation,  as  we  use  the  English  term,  there  is  no  such  principle  as  this,) 
but  dissolution  or  decomposition. 

Now,  you  Elders  v/ho  understand  the  principles  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  what 
would  you  not  give,  do,  or  sacrifice,  to  assist  in  building  up  his  kingdom  upon 
tlie earth?  Says  one,  "I  would  do  anything  in  my  power,  anything  that  the  Lord 
would  help  me  to  do,  to  build  up  hiskingdpm."  Says  another,  "I  would  sacrifice  all 
my  property."  Wonderful  indeed!  Do  you  not  know  that  the  possession  of  your 
property  is  like  a  shadow,  or  the  dew  of  the  morning  before  the  noon  day  sun,  that 
you  cannot  have  any  assurance  of  its  control  for  a  single  moment.  It  is  the  unseen 
hand  of  Providence  that  controls  it;  in  short,  what  would  you  not  sacrifice?  The 
Saints  sacrifice  everything;  but,  strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  sacrifice  about  it. — 
If  3'ou  give  a  penny  for  a  million  of  gold!  a  hartdfid  of  earth,  icv  a  planet!  a  tem- 
porary vv'orn  out  tenement  for  one  glonfied,  that  will  exist,  abide,  and  continue  to 
increase  throughout  a  never  ending  eternity.     What  a  sacrifice  to  be  sxij-e! 

Many  no  doubt,  would  consider  it  a  great  sacrifice  to  be  called  to  go  on  a  mission 
a  few  years;  leave  wife,  children,  friends,  comfortable  homes,  travel  perhaps  on  foot, 
encounter  storms  on  the  sea;  bo  in  perils  on  land  among  mobs,  and  be  hated  of  all 
men.  Tis  true  we  might  consider  this  a  great  sacrifice,  and  yet  men  do  all  this, 
and  more;  they  risk  their  own  lives  upon  tlieir  venture  to  get  gold,  to  follow  the 
allurements  of  pleasure;  and  should  not  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High  God  be  more 
willing,  more  anxious  to  promote  the  cause  of  their  holy  religion,  devoting  them- 
selves, their  influence,  property,  and  if  necessary  their  existence,  than  the  votaries 
of  fashion,  the  devotees  of  wealth  and  pleasure,  and  to  merely  sensual,  temporary 
objects  of  worldlj-gaiu  or  aggrandizement?  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  if  you  are  not, 
and  if  you  have  a  spirit  to  seek  after  the  giddy,  vain,  foolish  vanities  of  the  world, 
ihe  things  pertaining  only  to  the  gratification  of  present  feelings,  passions,  and  sel- 
fish desires,  and  have  no  spirit  of  prayer  and  supplicalion,  cannot  and  do  not  feel  to 
exercise  an  interest  above  all  other,  for  the  cause  of  truth,  my  advice  and  counsel 
is  for  all  such,  to  go  straightway  to  the  goldmines  of  California,  and  seek  for  gold, 
for  i-est  assured,  as  many  as  have  this  Spirit,  will  run  as  their  unrighteous  feehngs 
prompt  or  dictate.  Yesl  Go  to  the  gold  region,  and  do  not  come  and  seek  my 
counsel  about  it,  wiicthcr  or  not,  I  am  willing  that  you  should  go;  for  I  am  not  only 
willing  that  you  should  leave,  but  anxious  tlmt  you  may  as  scon  as  possible. 


Tf  you  Jo  not  love  Cod,  an  J  liis  cause,  better  than  evciyUiing  else  Lesides,  and 
r.annot  with  a  good  lieart  and  -.villing-  hand,  huild  it  up  upoii  the  earth;  if  you  will 
not  repent  of  your  follies,  and  get  the  Spirit  of  truth  in  yon,  so  a8  to  lovo  il,and 
feel  willing  to  sacrifice  all  for  it,  you  cannot  huild  up  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Confidence,  brethren;  Confidencf,  in  our  God,  and  in  each  other,  is  the  text 
I  gave  the  Twelve  and  all  others,  who  preached  last  Sabbath,  to  preach  from. 
The  Twelve  received  missions  to  preach  to  the  people  in  these  Valley.s,  in  their 
^■arious  locations,  last  Conference;  and  I  believe  they  have  been  tolerably  faithful, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  their  Quorum,  Br.  Hyde.  Let  (hem  tio\V 
preach  from  this  text,  Confidence;  and  let  ttie  entire  people  act  upon  its  prin- 
ciples, and  notice  when  and  where  it  will  begin  and  end,  and  see  if  we  do  not  es- 
tablish such_  confidence  in  this  community,  among  this  people,  as  never  did,  nor 
ever  will  exist  upon  the  earth,  in  any  comirmnlty  of  people  but  Saints.  I  ma}' 
say,  that  we  have  it  already;  but  I  think  that  an  inci-ease  of  faith  in  our  God,  and 
confidence  in  each  other,  is  desirable.  If  we  could  obtain  that  faith  and  confidence 
in  each  other,  and  iri  our  God,  that  wiien  we  ask  a  favor,  we  could  do  so  with  a 
full  assura.ice  and  knowledge  that  we  should  receive;  do  you  not  perceive  that 
it  would  lead  us  directly  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by,  in  every  transciction  Tind 
circumstance  of  life.  It  would  prompt  us  to  do,  not  only  as  much  as  requested, 
Tiutmore.  If  your  Brother  should  request  you  to  go  with  him  a  mile,  you  wouldgo 
t\vo;  if  he  should  sue  you  for  vour  coat,  you  would  give  him  3fOur  cloak  also.  This 
principle  prompts  us  to  do  al"l  we  can  to  promote  the  interest  of  each  other,  the 
cause  of  God  on  the  earth,  and  wliatever' the  Lord  desires  us  to  do;  makes  us 
ready  and  willing  to  perform  it  at  once.  It  needs  the  language  of  Angels  to  ex- 
press our  ideas,  to  converse  with  each  other  in  a  manner  to  be  perfectly  under- 
stood. When  We  see,  and  compreliend  things  in  the  Spirit,  we  oft  times  realize 
an  utter  inability  to  simplify  and  tell  them  in  our  language,  to  others;  though  we 
may  receive  principles,  and  "convey  the  same  to  others,  to  some  extent.  It  would 
be  a  great  consolation  to  me;  inasmuch  as  faith  comes  by  liearing  the  word  of  God, 
if  I  had  language  to  express  my  feelings.  No  man  can  tell  all  that  ho  can  see  in 
the  spirit,  w"hen  the  vision  of  the  spirit  is  upon  him.  He  can  see  and  understand 
in  the  spirit  only.  He  cannot  tell  it,  yet  many  things  may  be  given,  iii  part,  to 
others. 

I  thought,  while  Br.  Rich  was  speaking  upon  certain  principles,  how  beautiful, 
how  satisfactory  it  would  be  to  the  Saints,  could  they  converse  in  a  pure  lan- 
guage; if  they  could  have  the  language  of  Angels  with  which  to  communicate  with 
each  other.  I  have  contemplated  the  principles  that  pertain  to  salvation, — the 
principles  which  I  have  been  trying  to  lay  before  you;  the  acts  of  men,  and  how 
ihey  should  be  ordered  before  their  God.'  I  would  simply  say,  we  must  attend  to 
the  duties  which  are  laid  upon  us,  before  we  enjoy  our  privileges. 

What  principle  does  this  convey  to  vour  minds?  None;  unless  your  minds  are 
open,  and  enlightened  by  the  visions  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  principles  of  truth 
are  eternal.  The  mind  would  ask  at  once,  what  is  truth.?  It  is  anything,  princi- 
ple, or  fact,  that  actually  has  an  existence.  If  a  falsehood,  yet  tis  true  that  false- 
hood exists.     It  is  as  true  that  devils  exist,  as  that  Gods  exist. 

Jesus  sayy:  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.''  The  devil  also  says:  "I 
am,  I  exist;"  and  consequently,  by  the  same  rule,  "I  am  Truth."  How  far  short 
is  this  of  what  the  Lord  reveals  by  his  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  Christ,  his  Father  be- 
fore him,  all  the  faithful,  the  Gods  of  Eternity,  and  all  organized  elementi,  have 
been  organized  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  exalted  to  an  eternal  increase;  or 
suppose  I  say  to  eternal  truth;  would  this  convey  to  your  minds  that  the  devil,  be- 
cause it  is  a  truth  that  he  exists,  could  attain  to  the  same  power  and  exaltation? 
suppose  that  we  admit  the  idea,  that  we  shall  see  the  time  when  we  can  combine 
and  organize  elements,  bring  worlds  into  existence;  redeem,  and  bring  them  up  to 
eternal  glory,  by  merdy  saying:  ^'lam  Truth."  As  before  quoted,  "Jesus  is  the 
way.  the  truth,  and  (lie  life.''  Wc  can  turn  around  and  say:  Satan  is  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  death;  or  the  way.  and  the  falsehood;  can  you  perceive  the  difFiT- 


-net'?  But  to  say,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  way,  the  tnilh,  aiul  tiic  life,  is  equiva- 
lent to  saying,  that  he  is  the  only  continued,  or  eternal  existence.  The  Lord  Jesus. 
Christ  works  upon  a  plan  of  eternal  increase,  of  wisdom,  inteliifjence,  honor,  ex-. 
cellence,  power,  ?lory,  rai<!fht,  and  dominion,  and  the  attributes  that  fill  eternity. 
What  principle  does  the  devil  work  upon?  It  is  to  destroy,  dissolve,  decompose,^ 
and  tear  in  pieces.  The  principle  of  separation,  or  disorganization,  is  as  much  aa 
eternal  principle,  as  much- a  truth,  as  that  of  organization.  Both,  always  did  and, 
will  exist.  Can  I  point  out  to  you  the  ditFerence  in  these  principles,  and  show 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  the  benefit,  tlie  propriety,  and  necessity  of  acting  upci 
one,  any  more  than  the  otlier?  I  will  try  in  my  own  way  as  briefly  as  i  can.  It 
is  plain  to  me,  hut  can  you  understand  it? 

In  the  first  place,  matter  is  eternal.  Tiie  principle  of  annihilation;  of  striking 
out  of  existence  any  thing  that  has  existed,  cr  had  a  being,  so  as  to,  leave  aa 
empty  space  which  that  tiling  occui)ied,  is  false,  there  is  no  such  principle  in  all 
the  eternities.  What  does  exisi?  Matter  is  eternal.  We  gro\y  our  wheat,  our 
fruit,  and  our  animals.  There  Uiey  are  organized,  they  increase  and  grow;  bu',. 
after  a  while  they  decay,  dissolve,  become  disorganized,  and  return  to  their  moth- 
er earth.  No  matter  by  what  process,  tiiese  are  the  revolulions  which  the}'-  un- 
dergo; but  the  elements  of  the  particles  of  which  they  were  composed,  still  do,  al- 
ways have,  and  ^Iwaj's  will  exist,  and  through  this  principle  of  change,  we  liave 
an  eternal  increase. 

Bat  satan  works  upon  the  opposite  principle;  ho  see.ks  ta  destroy,  would  an- 
nihilate if  he  could,  but  only  decomposes,  disorganises. P^^rmit  m.e  to  enquire  what 
was  his  curse?  It  was,  that  he  should  not  increase  any  more,  but  come  to  an 
end. 

When  I  cams  to  the  ctoor  of  the  Tabernacle,  this  morning,  I  heard  Bro.  Rich  tell- 
ing about  one  third  part  of  the  heavenly  host  revolting  from  the  government  of 
Jehovah.  This  was  their  curse,  (o  never  have  tabernacles  to  dwell  in.  They  now 
exist  in  Spirit,  but  shall  never  have  a  body,  and  be  exalted;  they  shall  have  no  fur- 
ther addition  to  their  existence:  whilst  those  who  did  not  rebel,  could  have  ta- 
bernacles; and,  through  the  resurrection,  become  personages  of  tabernacle  in  the 
eternal  vi'orld.  There  it  is,  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other.  You  can  now  see 
the  benefit,  the  propriety  of  obeying  the  principles  which  lead  to  eternal  lives,  ex- 
altations, and  increase;  and  w!iy  it  is  that  Jesus  Christ  has  so  much  more  power 
than  satan.  The  power  of  the  eriZoiic  is  beyond  tiieconceptiou  of  m^an;  his  cun- 
ning craft,  and  winning  wa3's  to  insinuate  and  introduce  himself  into  a  community, 
an  individual.  This  is  to  obtain  if  possible,  a  tabernacle;  which,  although  a 
borrowed  one,  yet  increases  his  power,  so  long  as  he  can  wieKl  it  to  suit  his  pur- 
poses; and  if  he  fails  in  this,  and  in  enticing  unto  evil,  then,  his  object  is  to  de- 
compose, to  destroy,  that  the  good  pov,^er,  the  good  influence,  may,  like  himself,  be- 
come bereft  of  the  power  pertaining  to  an  embodied  spirit. 

The  Lord  operates  upon  the  principles  of  continuing  to  organize,  of  adding  to,galher- 
ing  up,  bringing  forth,  increasing  and  spreading  abroad;  v/liile  the  opposite  powerdoes 
not.  It  shows  the  nature  of  his  opposition  to  that  j)eculiar  trait  of  Christianity, 
based  upon  the  principles  of  eternal  duration,  increase,  power,  glory  and  exalt- 
ation; and  points  out  the  dilTerence  between  the  two  adverse  powers. 

Again,  wiiat  do  you  love  truth  for?  Is  it  because  3'oa  can  discover  a  beauty  in 
it,  because  it  is  congenial  to  you;  or  because  you  think  it  will  make  you  a  ruler,  or 
a  Lord?  If  j'ou  conceive  that  you  will  attain  fo  power  upon  such  a  motive,  you 
are  mud)  mistaken.  It  is  a  trick  of  the  unseen  piwer,  that  is  abroad  amongst  "the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  that  leads  them  astray,  binds  tiicir  minds,  and  subverts 
their  understanding. 

Suppose  tliat  our  Father  in  heaven,  our  elder  brother,  the  risen  Redeemer,  the 
Savior  of  the  world,  or  any  of  the  Gods  or  eternity  should  act  upoii  this  principle, 
to  love  truth,  knowledge,  and  wisdom;  because  they  are  all  powpiful,  and  by  the  aid 
of  this  Dowerthav  can  send  devils  to  hell,  torment  the  people  of  the  earth,  exercise 
sovereignty  over  them,  and  make  them  miserable  at  tiicir  pleasure:  they  would  cease 


to  be  Gods;  ami  as  I'ust  a<*  fliey  adopt,  and  act  iipoiisucli  principles,  they  wouJd  be- 
come devils,  and  be  tlnnst  down  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye;  the  ex- 
tension of   their  kingdom  would  cease,  and  their  God-head  come  to    an  end. 

Lin^uage,  to  convey  all  the  Truth,  does  not  exist.  Even  the  Bible,  and  all 
books  that  have  been  revealed  from  heaven  unto  man;  the  language  fails  to  con- 
vey all  the  truth  as  it  is.  Truth,  wisdom,  power,  glory,  light,  and  intelligen''e  ex- 
ist upon  their  own  qualities;  they  do  not,  neither  can  they  exist,  upon  any  other 
principle.  Truth  is  congenial  with  itself,  and  light  cleaves  unto  ligiit,  it  seeks  after 
Itself,  and  clings  thereto.  It  is  the  same  with  knowledge,  and  virtue,  and  all  the 
eternal  attributes;  they  follow  af  ter,and  attract  each  other.  Mercy  cleaves  to  mercy, 
because  it  ismeicy:  light  to  light,  because  it  is  light;  and  there  is  no  daikness,  no4e- 
ception,no  falsehood  in  it.  Truth  cleaves  unto  truth,  because  it  is  truth,  and  it  is 
to  he  adored;  because  it  is  an  attribute  of  Go  I  for  its  excellence;  tor  itself . 
It  is  upon  this  principle,  that  these  principles  should  be  hold,  esteemed,  practiced. 
Any  person,  man  or  woman,  who  does  not  receive  these  principles  for  the  love 
which  they  bear  towards  tliem;  because  of  their  beauty,  excellence,  and  glory;  and 
because  they  are  congenial  to  their  feelings  upon  this  principle,  is  not  a  Sainl!  They 
exist  upon  their  own  basis,  and  rest  upon  their  own  foundation.  Ecernal  justice, 
mere}',  love,  and  truth,  never  can  be  moved:  they  are  attributes  that  correspond, 
and  are  congenial  with  each  other;  they  proraote  each  other;  fortify  the  heavens; 
the  Gods;  ajidtliat  which  the  Gods  possess. 

Now  look  upon  the  opposite  skle  of  these  principles.  Suppose  we  say  "We 
will  give  up  the  pursuits  of  our  holy  religion;  we  are  not  Latter  D  ly  Saints;  let 
us  go  and  seek  after  the  things  of  the  world;  speculate;  get  unto  ourselves  riches; 
turn  away  from  our  duties;  neglect  the  things  pertaining  to  our  salvation;  go  with 
the  giddy,  the  frivolous,  the  seeker  after  Gold,  to  California,  Australia,  or  else- 
where, for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  wealth."  I  tell  you  the  result  of  that  course, 
you  would  cease  to  increase  in  all  the  attributes  of  excellence,  glory,  and  eternal 
duration  from  that  very  moment.  So  soon  as  you  conceive  such  ideas,  they  find  a 
soil  within  you  prepared  to  nurture  them,  and  it  brings  forth  its  direful  effects: 
from  that  very  moment  yon  cease  to  increase.  The  opposite  principle  seizes  you, 
fastens  itself  upon  you,  and  you  decrease,  lessen,  diminish,  decay,  and  waste  away 
in  quality,  excellence,  and  strength,  until  your  organization  becomes  extincf; 
oblivion  covers  you,  your  name  is  blotted  out  from  the  book  of  Life,  from  the 
heavens,  from  the  earth  and  from  under  the  earth,  and  you  will  return,  and  sink 
into  yournatural  elsraantj  which  cannot  be  destroyed:  though  many  read  the  Bible 
as  conveying  such  an  idea,  but  it  does  not. 

The  principle  opposite  to  that  of  eternal  increase  from  the  beginning  leads  down 
to  hell;  the  person  decreases,  loses  his  knowledge,  tact,  talent,  and  ultimately,  in  a 
short  period  of  time,  is  lost;  returns  to  his  mother  earth;  his  name  is  forgotten. 
But  where,  0!)!!  where  is  his  Spirit?  I  v/iU  not  now  take  the  time  to  follow  his 
destiny;  but  here,  strong  language  cotdd  he  used;  for  when  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
shall  be  revealed,  after  the  termination  of  the  thousand  years  rest,  he  will  summon 
the  aiL-iies  of  heaven  for  the  conflict;  he  will  come  forth  in  flaming  fire;  he  will 
descend  to  execute  tlie  mandates  of  an  incensed  God;  and  amid  the  thunderings  of 
the  wrath  of  Omnipotence,  roll  up  the  heavens  as  a  scrolL  and  destroy  death,  and 
him  that  has  the  power  of  it.  The  rebellious  will  be  thrown  back  info  their  native 
element,  there  to  remain  myriads  of  years  before  their  dust  will  again  be  revived; 
before  they  will  be  re-organized.  Som.e  might  argue  that  this  principle  would  lead 
to  the  re-organization  of  satan,  and  all  the  devils.  I  -^ay  nothing  about  this,  only 
what  the  Lord  says;  that  when  he  comes,  "he  will  destroy  death,  and  him  that  has 
the  power  of  it."  It  cannot  be  annihilated;  you  cannot  annihilate  matter,  if  you 
could,  it  would  p'ove  there  was  empty  space.  If  Philosophers  could  annihilate  the 
least  conceivable  amount  of  matter,  they  could  then  prove  there  was  the  minutest 
vacuum,  or  cj.>i;)fy  57»f;cf;  but  there  is  not  even  that  ranch,  and  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  man,  to  prove  that  there  is  any. 

Brethren,  what  is  it  tiiat  you  love  the  truth  foi?     Is  it  her ause  if  gives    you,  the 


power,  Uif  rmthorilj'  of  tlio  Priesthood?  Is  it  because  it  iti;jkeii  you  riilcrs,  kings, 
and  priests,  unto  our  God;  and  gives  you  great  power'?  There  are  men  professing 
to  be  Saints,  even  in  this  congregation,  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  who  feel 
how  almighty  they  have  become.  They  will  ciirse  you,  if  you  do  not  see  proper  to 
comply,  willi  their  vnshes.  Many  men  have  feelings  in  their  hearts  towards  their 
wives,  that  if  they  will  not  do  precisely  as  they  wish  to  peiioiin  this  or  tliat,  they 
will  ci/r*c  them.  What  wonderful  thmgs  they  are  going  to  do!!!  "If  you  do  not 
obey  ?)i?/ voice,  ?«2/  counsel  I  will  send  you  to' hell;  and  turn  the  keys  upon  yon, 
tliat  youmay  iiei'C)-!!  no  nevep.!  be  released."  Sisters;  you  might  as  well  heed 
the  cracklings  of  thorns  under  the  jiot,  the  passing  idle  bird  or  the  croaking 
of  a  crane,  so  far  as  their  Piiesthood  is  concerned.  You  are  safe,  if  they  will  only 
keep  then- hands  off  from  you,  let  Ihem  curse.  It  remmds  rae  of  a  proverb  which 
the  Arabs  have,  that  '-'cursings  are  like  young  chickens,  they  will  still  come  home 
to  roost.-"' 

Is  it  for  this!  Is  it  beca-.:se  it  gives  you  such  great  power  and  authority,  that 
you  love  ihc  Triiih?  That  it  gives  }'0u  power  to  curse  your  neighbors,  your 
neighbor's  children,  their  cattle,  and  everything  around  3  ou?  Let  ail  such  go  away 
to  their  own  place,  to  California,  by  the  Northern  roidc;  not  to  San  Bernardino,  at 
Bros.  Lyman  and  Rich's  local  ion.  for  they  have  devils  enough  there  already:  but 
go  into  the  world  entirely  away  from  the  Saints;  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Men  should  act  upon  the  principles  of  righteousness;  because  it  is  right;  and 
iy  a  principle  which  the}' love  to  cherish  and  see  practised  by  all  men.  They 
should  love  merc)',  because  of  its  benevolence,  charity,  love,  and  clemency  of  all  of 
its  lovely  attributes,  and  be  inspired  thereby  to  deal  justly,  fairly,  honorably,  mete- 
ing  out  to  olhors  their  just  deservings. 

If  selfishness  prompts  j'ou  to  embrace  the  truth;  if  it  is  merely  to  exalt  your- 
self and  your  friends  that  you  covenant  to  serve  your  God,  and  that  is  your  only 
motive,  you  hr.d  better  pass  on  the  Northcrnroute,  tor  -we  can  do  you  no  good  if  you 
wait,  or  remain  with  us;  not  but  that  God  has  regard  for  all  his  children;  but  he 
loves  those  who  love  all  the  principles  of  righteousness,  because  they  are  righteous, 
and  have  a  delight  in  the  exercise  of  pure  principles,  of  virtue,  of  excellence  and 
truth,  of  meekness,  long  sufTering,  and  self  denial,  mercy  and  charity. 

I  am  aware  that  my  language  fails  to  convey  my  ideas  to  you  as  I  could  wish. 
But  I  will  proceed  a  little  further.  A  great  promise  v/as  made  to  Abraham, 
which  was;  "you  shall  have  seed,  and  unto  your  increase  there  shall  be  no  end. 
The  same  promise  was  made  unto  the  Savior,  and,  unto  every  true  and  faithful 
man  who  serves  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  whose  delight  is  in  keeping  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  obeying  the  behests  of  Jehovah,  and  building  up  his  kingdom  up- 
on the  earth. 

The  Elders  of  Israel  frequently  call  upon  me; — "Brother  Bngham  a  word  in  pri- 
vate if  you  please."  Bless  me,  this  is  no  secret  to  me,  I  know  what  you  want, 
it  is  to  get  a  wife!     Yes,  Bro.  Brigham,  if  you  are  willing. 

I  teiryou  here,  now,  in  the  presence  of  the  Ahni^htyGod,  it  is  not  the  privi- 
lege of  any  Elder  to  have  even  one  wife,  before  he  has  honored  his  Priesthoody 
before  hehd^s  magnified  his  calling.  If  j'ou  obtain  one  it  is  by  mere  permission, 
to  see  if/iai  you  will  rfo; /(OU.' you  will  aci,  whether  you  will  conduct  yourself  in 
righteousness,  in  that  holy  estate.  Take  Care!!  Elders  of  Israel,  be  cautiousW 
or  you  will  lose  your  wives,  and  your  children.  If  you  abuse  your  wives,  turn 
them  out  of  doors,  and  treat  them  in  a  harsh  and  cruel  manner;  you  will  be 
left  wifeless,  and  childless;  you  will  have  no  increase  in  eternity.  Y^ou  have  bar- 
tered this  blessing,  this  privilege,  awa}-;  you  liave  sold  your  birthright,  as  Esau 
did  his  blessing,  and  it  can  never  come  to  you  again,  n^ver,  no  never. 

Look  to  it  ye  Elders!  You  will  awaken  from  your  dream,  alas' but  too  soon, 
and  then  you  will  realize  the  truth  of  the  remarks  I  am  making  to-day.  Whose 
privilege  is  it,  to  have  women  sealed  to  him?  It  is  him  who  has  stood  the  test; 
whose  integritij  is  unswerving;  who  loves  righlcousnes'!  because  it  is  right,  and  the 
truth  because  there  is  110   error  therein,  and   virtue,  brnmsr  it  is  a    principle   that* 


dwells  ill  llie  bonoin  of  liiin  who  sits  rntiironed  in  the  higlwxl  heuL'cns;  for  it  is  ii 
principle  whicli  existed  with  GoJ  in  all  eternities,  and  is  a  co-operator,  a  co-workci 
betwixt  man  an(\  \m  maker  i.o  exalt  man,  and  brlu^^  him  into  his  presence,  awd 
make  him  like  unto  himself.  It  is  such  a  man's  privilege  t«  have  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  reiglibors,  and  friends,  who  wish,  to  be  sealed  to  him.  Who  else? 
No  one.     I  tell  you  nobody  else.     Do  you  hear  it?? 

Many  applications  will  unquestionably  be  made  to  me  for  wives;  and,  perhaps, 
by  men  too.  who  would  steal,  or  trespass  upon  me,  their  neij^hbors,  kill  their  stock, 
do  wickedly  in  various  ways:  nothing  would  damn  such  men,  sooner  than  to  give 
them  this  privilege.  I  answer  the  brethren,  they  liave  to  go  upon  their  own  re- 
sponsibility. I  tell  you  the  truth.  If  you  arc  a  first  rate  good  man,  and  honor 
your  Priesthood,  it  is  your  privilege.  The  man  who  has  proved  himself  befon; 
Goft;  has  been  faithful;  has  £:one  througli  and  performed  every  tiling  the  Lord  has 
laid  upon  him  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  and  sustaining  his  kingdom;  has 
proved  himself  before  men,  angels,  and  his  Father  in  heaven,  he  is  the  only 
character  that  will  increase,  and  obtain  a  celestial  glory.  Others  may  seem  to  pros- 
per, to  increase  for  a  season,  but  by  and  by  the}'^  are  left  in  the  shade;  their  glory  is 
dipt,  and  their  house  is  left  unto  them  desolate. 

Pray  the  Lord  to  inspire  your  hearts;  ask  for  wisdom  and  knowledge.  It  is 
our  duty  to  seek  after  it.  Let  us  seek,  and  we  shall  find;  knock  and  it  will  be 
opened  unto  us.  But  as  for  his  coming  down  here  to  pour  his  Spirit  upon  you.  while 
you  are  aiming  after  the  vain  and  frivolous  things  of  the  world;  indulging  in  all  the 
vanity,  nonsense,  and  foolery  which  surrounds  you;  drinking  in  all  the  filthy  abom- 
ination which  should  be  spurned  from  every  community  ,on  the  earth;  so  long  as  j'ou 
continue  this  course,  rest  assured  he  will  not  come  near  you. 

I  will  not  enter  into  particulars.  You  already  know  enough  about  them.  I  ask 
that  you  would  leave  it  off;  refrain,  purify,  and  sanctify  yourselves  before  your 
•God,  and  <ret  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  truth  that  you  become  filled  with  it,  so  that 
you  can  shout  aloud  with  all  you"  might  to  the  praise  of  God,  and  feel  yourhearts 
clear  as  the  noonday  sun:  then  you  can  dance,  and  glorify  God;  and  as  you  shall 
abide  in  the  truth,  God  will  raise  you  up,  and  add  to  your  numbers,  so  that  your 
train  will  fill  the  Holy  Temple,  as  it  was  said  of  the  Lord  by  one  of  old.  >Iay  t' 
•Lord  bless  you,  amen. 
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